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Public Health and Health Equity



Agenda

• Public Health and Health Equity: Discussion of Key 

Budget Provisions in Governor Evers’ Proposed 

2021-23 Budget

• Questions and Next Steps
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Budget Materials

• DHS Budget Website: 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin

.gov/budget/index.htm

• DHS Budget Fact Sheets: 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin

.gov/budget/resources.htm
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/budget/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/budget/resources.htm


Medicaid Expansion

• State GPR Savings - $634 million
• Additional funding available through the American Rescue 

Plan

• Expands coverage to approximately 90,000 

Wisconsinites, ~50,000 uninsured
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SOURCE: “Status of State Action on the Medicaid Expansion Decision,” KFF State Health Facts, updated March 12, 2021. 
https://www.kff.org/health-reform/state-indicator/state-activity-around-expanding-medicaid-under-the-affordable-care-act/

https://www.kff.org/health-reform/state-indicator/state-activity-around-expanding-medicaid-under-the-affordable-care-act/


Investing in Public Health
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Funding for Communicable Disease 
Response

• Funding for local and tribal health departments -

$10m

• Funding for state communicable disease response 

- $3.6m



Investments in State Public 
Health

• Harm reduction strike teams - $435,000

• Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Local Grants -

$480,000

• Health Information Exchange Grants - $1.3 million
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Protecting Kids

• Childhood lead poisoning prevention 
• Ongoing funding for Lead Safe Homes Program

• Windows Plus Program - $2 million

• Birth to 3 Eligibility expansion - $9.9 million

• Tobacco Use Prevention- $2 million



Community Health

FQHCs

• Community Health Centers - $4 million

• Free and Charitable Clinics - $4 million



Advancing Health Equity
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Healthy Women, 
Healthy Babies

• Women’s Health Block Grant Funding
• Restoration of Funding - $400,000

• Elimination of restrictions on grant recipients

• Extend post-partum coverage for pregnant women 

in Medicaid - $21 million

• Coverage for doula services- $1 million



Health Equity and Minority Health 
Grants

• Health Equity Community Grants to Local and 

Tribal Health Departments - $15 million

• Minority Health Grants - $8 million



Community Health

• Community Health Workers - $29.3 million
• Grant funding - $15 million

• Medicaid coverage - $14.3 million

• Community Health Benefit - $25.5 million

• Tribal Shared Savings- $5.5 million



Other Key Areas of the DHS 

Budget
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Improving Access to Behavioral 
Health Services

Increased Funding and New Services

• Psycho-social Rehabilitation Benefit - $2 million

• Treatment for people involved in criminal justice system-

$6.1m

Treating and Preventing SUD

• Medication-Assisted Treatment - $12.4 million

Supporting Local Crisis Response Regional Crisis 

Response - $17.6 Million



Supporting Caregivers and Long 
Term Care Providers

Supporting Older Adults in the Community
• ADRC funding- $7 million

• Dementia Care Specialists - $3.5 million

Medicaid Funding

• Nursing Home rate increase - $241 million

• Payments for Direct Care - $155.6 million
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Next Steps/Discussion
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